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A key committee of Mexico's highest court (Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Nacion, SCJN) has
ordered the Procuraduria General de la Republica (PGR) to proceed with an investigation of
the Tlatelolco student massacre in 1968, based on new evidence that was presented in 1998. The
massacre is considered one of the political milestones in Mexican history.
Eyewitnesses said that more than 300 people died and thousands more were injured when
government forces fired indiscriminately at students, who had staged a peaceful demonstration at
La Plaza de las Tres Culturas at Tlatelolco, Mexico City, in support of democratic reforms.
The government attempted to cover up the incident by claiming that only 24 people died and also
insisting that the confrontation was started by student snipers at a nearby building. But documents
declassified in recent years and independent historical research confirmed that the snipers were
plainclothes paramilitary forces ordered to provoke trouble (see SourceMex, 1998-10-07).
Zedillo administration had refused new investigation
In 1998, the Comite 68 an organization that represents the survivors of the massacre brought new
evidence to the PGR that implicates the administration of former President Gustavo Diaz Ordaz in
the massacre. The Comite 68 replaced the Consejo Nacional de Huelga (CNH), which was formed to
coordinate the 1968 protests. But the PGR, led at that time by former attorney general Jorge Madrazo
Cuellar, declined to review the evidence presented by Comite 68 on the grounds that the statute of
limitations had expired.
Following the PGR's refusal to examine the new evidence, Comite 68 leaders brought the matter
before the high court, which delegated it to the criminal cases committee. Comite 68 said the five-
member criminal cases committee was prepared to issue a verdict in April 2000, but postponed
a ruling at that time to avoid influencing the presidential election, which was won by President
Vicente Fox.
In the ruling, finally released in January of this year, the SCJN committee said that the PGR was
mistaken in citing the statute of limitations. "It's absurd and incongruent to say the statute of
limitations had expired before opening an investigation," said Justice Humberto Roman Palacios, a
member of the committee who was speaking on behalf of the entire SCJN.
Current Attorney General Rafael Macedo de la Concha has not made a public statement regarding
the SCJN ruling but is expected to comply with the directive from the high court. Eduardo Ibarrola
Nicolin, deputy attorney general for judicial and international matters, said the PGR would issue
a statement once the official court documents reach the prosecutors' office. Comite 68 said it was
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pleased with the SCJN's decision because it opens the door for survivors and relatives of victims
to take legal action against former government officials. But the leaders also said the court missed
an opportunity to bring greater clarity to the case. "The court failed to categorically define what the
crimes were and who would conduct the investigation," said Comite 68 leader Raul Alvarez Garin.
"It also did not determine whether the crime was genocide."
Alvarez Garin also questioned how vigorously the Macedo- led PGR would prosecute the case.
One major uncertainty, he said, was whether a special prosecutor would be named to look into
the evidence presented in 1998, or whether the case would be added to the workload of Ignacio
Carrillo Prieto, recently appointed to head the investigation of the government's "dirty war" against
leftist sympathizers in the 1970s and 1980s (see SourceMex, 2002-01-16). "This investigation must be
started immediately," said Alvarez Garin, who presented the evidence to the PGR along with fellow
Comite 68 members Jose Gilberto Pineiro Guzman, Cesar Tirado, Roberto Vazquez Camarena,
and Roberto Escudero. "There are two things we want to know. Who gave the order to attack the
students, and what did the order say?"
Authorities may seek testimony from ex-President Echeverria
Federal Deputy Jose Elias Romero Apis, chair of the justice and human rights committee (Comision
de Justicia y Derechos Humanos) in the lower house, said a serious investigation might implicate
Diaz Ordaz, who died in 1979, and his interior secretary Luis Echeverria Alvarez, who went on to
become president. "In Mexico, no interior minister can order troops around without the president's
authorization," said Romero Apis, a member of the former-governing Partido Revolucionario
Institucional (PRI).
Some Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD) legislators and administration officials are
pushing to force Echeverria to testify fully before the Congress once the PGR investigation is
concluded. Echeverria, who reluctantly testified before a congressional committee in 1998, went only
as far as to acknowledge that the demonstrators were not violent revolutionaries but the "sons and
daughters of workers, farmers, and unemployed people." "We will take all necessary legal steps to
force Echeverria to testify," said Sen. Jesus Ortega, a member of the center-left PRD.
Interior Secretary Santiago Creel Miranda said the Fox government would seek accountability for
past acts from any responsible parties, "independent of their political affiliation." An investigation of
the Tlatelolco incident could have negative political ramifications for the PRI, which is attempting to
portray itself as a party that has abandoned the corrupt practices of the past. These efforts suffered
a major blow this year with the investigation of campaign-financing irregularities in the 2000
presidential campaign (see SourceMex, 2002-01-30).
New report criticizes Fox for human rights shortcomings
The SCJN ruling comes as Fox's policies on human rights are also facing severe criticism. In a report
published in early February, the human-rights organization Centro de Derechos Humanos Miguel
Agustin Pro Juarez (PRODH) claims the current administration's attempts to eradicate the abuses
that have been in place for decades under PRI-led governments have been very ineffective.
Among other things, the PRODH listed political repression as one of the principal human
rights problems, and documented 205 cases during 2001 in which political rights were violated.
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"Repressive force is used by authorities to end social conflicts and is tolerated in all government
branches," said the report. The PRODH also criticized Fox's decision to continue to deploy military
forces to perform law-enforcement duties in rural communities in Chiapas and Guerrero. Along
with this criticism, the report blasted the president for failing to control paramilitary groups in
northern Chiapas.
Finally, the report castigated Fox for failing to provide adequate protection for human rights
activists. In particular, the report cited the case of activist Digna Ochoa, who was murdered in
Mexico City in October 2001 (see SourceMex, 2001-10-31). The murder remains unresolved. Ricardo
Sepulveda, who coordinates relations with nongovernmental organizations for the Secretaria de
Gobernacion (SEGOB), promised that the Fox government will begin closer consultations with
human rights organizations to resolve some of their complaints. (Sources: Associated Press, Reuters,
01/30/02; CNI en Linea, 01/30/02, 01/31/02; Milenio Diario, Spanish news service EFE, Unomasuno,
Agencia de Noticias Proceso, 01/31/02; La Cronica de Hoy, Reforma, 01/31/02, 02/01/02; The New
York Times, 02/01/02; The News, 01/31/02, 02/01/02, 02/04/02; La Jornada, 01/31/02, 02/01/02,
02/04/02, 02/06/02; El Universal, 01/31/02, 02/01/02, 02/06/02)
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